
United Adding Supersonic Speeds with New Agreement to Buy Aircraft from Boom Supersonic 
 

 First U.S. airline to sign commercial agreement with Boom Supersonic

New aircraft will cut travel times in half and operate on up to 100% sustainable aviation fuel   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CHICAGO and DENVER—June 3, 2021 - United Airlines today announced a commercial agreement with Denver-based 
aerospace company Boom Supersonic to add aircraft to its global fleet as well as a cooperative sustainability initiative –  
a move that facilitates a leap forward in returning supersonic speeds to aviation. 

Under the terms of the agreement, United will purchase 15 of Boom’s ‘Overture’ airliners, once Overture meets United’s 
demanding safety, operating and sustainability requirements, with an option for an additional 35 aircraft. The companies 
will work together on meeting those requirements before delivery. Once operational, Overture is expected to be the first 
large commercial aircraft to be net-zero carbon from day one, optimized to run on 100% sustainable aviation fuel (SAF). 
It is slated to roll out in 2025, fly in 2026 and expected to carry passengers by 2029. United and Boom will also work 
together to accelerate production of greater supplies of SAF.

“United continues on its trajectory to build a more innovative, sustainable airline and today’s advancements in technology 
are making it more viable for that to include supersonic planes. Boom’s vision for the future of commercial aviation, 
combined with the industry’s most robust route network in the world, will give business and leisure travelers access to a 
stellar flight experience,” United CEO Scott Kirby said. “Our mission has always been about connecting people and now 
working with Boom, we’ll be able to do that on an even greater scale.”

Capable of flying at speeds of Mach 1.7 – twice the speed of today’s fastest airliners – Overture can connect more than 
500 destinations in nearly half the time. Among the many future potential routes for United are Newark to London in just 
three and a half hours, Newark to Frankfurt in four hours and San Francisco to Tokyo in just six hours. Overture will also 
be designed with features such as in-seat entertainment screens, ample personal space, and contactless technology. 
Working with Boom is another component of United’s strategy to invest in innovative technologies that will build a more 
sustainable future of air travel.

“The world’s first purchase agreement for net-zero carbon supersonic aircraft marks a significant step toward our 
mission to create a more accessible world,” said Blake Scholl, Boom Supersonic founder and CEO. “United and Boom 
share a common purpose—to unite the world safely and sustainably. At speeds twice as fast, United passengers will 
experience all the advantages of life lived in person, from deeper, more productive business relationships to longer, more 
relaxing vacations to far-off destinations.”



About United

United’s shared purpose is “Connecting People. Uniting the World.” For more information, visit united.com, follow  
@United on Twitter and Instagram or connect on Facebook. The common stock of UAL is traded on the Nasdaq under 
the symbol “UAL.”

About Boom Supersonic 

Boom Supersonic is redefining commercial air travel by bringing sustainable, supersonic flight to the skies. Boom’s 
historic commercial airliner, Overture, is designed and committed to industry-leading standards of speed, safety, and 
sustainability. Overture will be the first commercial aircraft to be net-zero carbon from day one, capable of flying on 
100% sustainable aviation fuels (SAF) at twice the speed of today’s fastest passenger jets. Overture’s order book, 
including purchases and options, stands at 70 aircraft, and Boom is working with the United States Air Force for 
government applications of Overture. XB-1, a demonstrator aircraft, rolled out in 2020, and its net-zero carbon flight 
test program is underway. The company is backed by world-class investors, including Bessemer Venture Partners, 
Prime Movers Lab, Emerson Collective and American Express Ventures. For more information,  
visit https://boomsupersonic.com.

Connect with Boom Supersonic on Twitter, LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Medium

Safe Harbor Statement under the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995:

Certain statements in this release are forward-looking and thus reflect our current expectations and beliefs 
with respect to certain current and future events and anticipated financial and operating performance. Such 
forward-looking statements are and will be subject to many risks and uncertainties relating to our operations and 
business environment that may cause actual results to differ materially from any future results expressed or implied 
in such forward-looking statements. Words such as “expects,” “will,” “plans,” “anticipates,” “indicates,” “remains,” 
“believes,” “estimates,” “forecast,” “guidance,” “outlook,” “goals,” “targets” and similar expressions are intended 
to identify forward-looking statements. Additionally, forward-looking statements include statements that do not 
relate solely to historical facts, such as statements which identify uncertainties or trends, discuss the possible 
future effects of current known trends or uncertainties, or which indicate that the future effects of known trends or 
uncertainties cannot be predicted, guaranteed or assured. All forward-looking statements in this release are based 
upon information available to us on the date of this release. We undertake no obligation to publicly update or revise 
any forward-looking statement, whether as a result of new information, future events, changed circumstances or 
otherwise, except as required by applicable law. Our actual results could differ materially from these forward-looking 
statements due to numerous factors including, without limitation, the risks and uncertainties set forth under Part I, 
Item 1A., “Risk Factors,” of our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2020, as updated 
by our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the quarter ended March 31, 2021, as well as other risks and uncertainties 
set forth from time to time in the reports we file with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission.
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